MINUTES OF THE
SELMA CITY COUNCIL
MARCH 28, 2005
5:00 P.M.

The Selma City Council met in a regular session in the Council Chambers of City Hall on
Monday, March 28, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. with the following members present: Council President George
Evans and Council members Cecil Williamson, Reid Cain, Jean T. Martin, Geraldine Allen, Johnnie M.
Leashore, Bennie R. Crenshaw, and Jannie M. Venter. Others present were Mayor James Perkins, Jr., City
Clerk Lois Williams, City Treasurer Cynthia Mitchell, City Attorney Jimmy Nunn and the Mayor's
Administrative Assistant Sherri James. Councilman Randolph arrived in the Chambers at 5:19 p-m.
Reverend Randolph Joseph gave the invocation.

After roll call, President Evans declared a quorum present and the meeting was opened for the
transaction of business as set forth on the agenda. Councilman Williamson stated he would like for
discussion on the letter from Mr. Thunda Craig to be added to the agenda. Councilwoman Crenshaw
stated she would like to add the Alabama Restoration of Voting Rights to the agenda. Councilman
Leashore stated he would like to add the report of the monument for Reverend James Reeb to the agenda.
Attorney Nunn stated he would like to add executive session to the agenda to discuss pending litigation.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw to approve

the agenda with noted amendments. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of the Council
members present.

After approval of the agenda, President Evans asked for a motion to approve the minutes of
March 7, 2005 regular meeting. A motion was made by Councilman Leashore and seconded by

Councilwoman Martin to approve the adoption of the minutes of March 7, 2005. The motion carried
with a unanimous vote of the Council members present.

President Evans also asked for a motion to approve the minutes of March 21, 2005 special called
meeting. A motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilwoman Venter to

approve the adoption of the minutes of March 21, 2005. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of
the Council members present.

I MAYOR’S REPORT

A. City of Selma Personnel Board Appointments. Mayor Perkins stated, as per letter
addressed to President Evans, it has been determined that the term of office for all members sitting on the
Personnel Board has expired, Ramsey Knight (1999-2003), Bernice Lewis (2000-2004), Wayne Stewart
(2000-2004), Don Willingham (1997-2003), and Dr. I. B. Hopson, IIT (1997-2000). Mayor Perkins further
stated his office has received consent to serve from all of the recommended individuals, therefore he
recommends the following individuals to be appointed to the Personnel Board and asks the Council
favorable considerations for these recommendations: {Dr. L B. Hopson (2001-2005), Tammy Maul (2001-
2005), Candice Frazier (2003-2007), Frank Chestnut (2004-2008) and James Ware (2004-2008)}. Mayor
Perkins stated a resolution of the same would be prepared for the next Council meeting. A motion was
made by Councilman Williamson and seconded by Councilwoman Martin to approve the said
recommendation. The motion carried with a unanimous vote (show of hands) of the Council.

B. Resolution #R148-04/05 — Animal Shelter Appropriations. Mayor Perkins stated the
resolution R148-04/05 was presented to the Council at the last meeting, which addresses the

appropriations from the Oil Lease accounts towards the completion of the Selma Animal Shelter Project
(152.6000.100.16) in the amount of $50,292.60. Mayor Perkins stated a summary spreadsheet is also
attached showing the balance requested for each Council member and he asks the Council favorable
consideration of the said resolution. A motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by
Councilman Leashore to approve the said resolution. Following discussion, a roll call vote was taken
and the motion passed with a majority vote of the Council. There were seven affirmative votes, one

abstention and one opposed. Councilman Cain cast a negative vote and Councilwoman Allen
abstained from voting.

C. Resolution #R149-04/05 — 2005 _Summer Food Program. Mayor Perkins stated a
resolution #R149-04/05 has been prepared to avail the City with the 2005 Summer Food Program
through the School Food Service Section of the Alabama State Department of Education. Mayor Perkins
stated this is a program the City has done each year that provides lunch for the youth and asks the
Council favorable consideration of the said resolution. A motion was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw
and seconded by Councilman Leashore to approve the said resolution. A roll call vote was taken and
the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council.
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D. Resolution #R151-04/05 — Magnolia Gardens II, Limited Partnership. Mayor Perkins
stated some years ago, it was decided to enter a develop initiative with Magnolia Gardens Apartments.

Mayor Perkins stated the first phase of those apartments have been completed on Marie Foster Street.
Mayor Perkins stated the resolution #R151-04/05 has been prepared for the second phase of this
development, Magnolia Gardens II and will become a part of the application for tax credits for the
companies that will perform the development and he asks the Council favorable consideration of the said
resolution. A motion was made by Councilman Leashore and seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw to
approve the said resolution. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of

the Council. There were eight affirmative votes and one abstention. Councilwoman Allen abstained
from voting.

E. Liquor License Request — Matthew Molett - Sports Bar. Mayor Perkins stated a liquor

license request has been presented on behalf of Matthew Molett for a Sports Bar located at 3215 Water
Avenue. A motion was made by Councilman Randolph and seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw to

place the said liquor license request on first reading. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of the
Council.

F. Liquor License Request — Rodney Hardy - Sunset Lounge. Mayor Perkins stated a
liquor license request has been presented on behalf of Rodney Hardy for a Lounge located at 102
Washington Street. A motion was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by Councilman

Leashore to place the said liquor license request on first reading. The motion carried with a unanimous
vote of the Council.

G. Update — Animal Shelter Completion. Mayor Perkins stated he would like to ask Mr.
David Painter, City Engineer, to come forward to address the Council regarding the Animal Shelter
completion. Mr. Painter addressed the Council stating the Animal Shelter is substantial complete
meaning it is occupied with a manager and operational office space. Mr. Painter stated eighty-six (86)
interior kennels are under construction, and following consultation with the Veterinarian, the anticipated
completion date for full operation would be by the end of April.

Update —~ FEMA. Mr. Painter further stated the Council should recall, during his report
on FEMA in January 2005, an anticipated given of $300,000.00 to $600,000.00 was a conservative estimate,
he stated probability concerns lead him to believe that considerably more can be anticipated. Mr. Painter
stated in February 2005, forty (40) project worksheets were submitted to FEMA including estimates for
Category A (Debris Removal) at $323,064.00 and Category B (Emergency Protection) at $45,528.00, for a
total, including Khafra’s fees to assemble, assess and follow-up all this information, estimated at
$1,078,855.00, of which FEMA has indicated that ninety percent (90%) can be expected for reimbursement
after insurance pays for damages to the facilities. Mr. Painter stated, to date, claims have been submitted
to the City’s insurance company (Alabama Municipal Insurance Company) in the amount of $742,071.00,
and depending on projects A.M.I.C. and FEMA declares ineligible, he remains confident that his original
estimate of $600,000.00 is reasonable and anticipated pending a response from both AMIC. and FEMA.
Mr. Painter stated a call was made to AM.LC. on today, but no response in writing has been received,
however, he feels realistically the reimbursement would be between $600,000.00 and $900,000.00.

Update - Cave-In Situation. Mayor Perkins stated there is a situation with cave-ins and
infrastructure issues that needs to be addressed. Mayor Perkins stated the community needs to be
prepared for the potential additional cave-ins as a consequence of the heavy rain received. Mayor
Perkins stated he would like to ask Mr. Painter to also address this issue. Mr. Painter stated as the City
implements an assessment of the sanitary and storm system, it will be determined that more problems
than are apparent will be defined. Mr. Painter stated the Council is aware of the citing on Water Avenue,
Mabry Street, First Avenue, Fourth Avenue and a number of other issues in various wards, particularly
some that Councilman Williamson has brought to his attention. Mr. Painter stated based on past
experiences, the City may anticipate spending over a period of time, depending on the critical nature of
each project, about a half million dollars ($500,000.00), and need to be prepared to fund emergency
repairs in phases of about $100,000.00 each. Councilwoman Crenshaw asked if funds would be applied
for from the CDBG for repair of these projects. Mayor Perkins responded stating because of the size of
the City of Selma, appropriations are acquired through the competitive bid process with ADECA,
however, applications will be made for additional grants this year and locations are being identified.
Councilman Williamson asked if the funds mentioned by Mr. Painter are anticipated to be spent during
this fiscal year. Mayor Perkins responded stating we are already half way through this fiscal year and he
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is hopeful that this can be avoided, however, a substantial amount may be spent over this fiscal year
because of the projects mentioned.

II. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

A. Public Forum — Garbage Collection. Attorney Nunn stated a second public forum
would be held on April 6, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. at the Performing Arts Center. Attorney Nunn stated

following this forum at the next Council meeting on April 11, 2005, the ordinance will be brought back
before the Council with revisions.

B. Rezoning Hearing Scheduled. Attorney Nunn stated a hearing for rezoning would be
held on April 11, 2005, the Planning Commission has made a recommendation as it relates to property
located on Church Street in Ward 3. Attorney Nunn stated the publication will be in the Sunday, April 3,
2005 Selma Times Journal. Attorney Nunn stated this hearing would possibly take about thirty minutes

and asks the Council pleasure for an approximate time. President Evans stated this hearing would be
held during the regular Council meeting at 5:00 p.m.

C. Contract - City of Selma Website. Attorney Nunn stated he has prepared a contract for
the services of Mr. Clarence Lindsey to revise, create and maintain a website for the City of Selma,
www.SelmaAlabama.gov. Attorney Nunn stated this agreement will be sixty (60) days at $1,500.00,
along with maintenance for six (6) months at $900.00, totaling $2,400.00 to create a website for the City of
Selma. A motion was made by Councilman Leashore and seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw to
approve the said contract. During discussion, Mayor Perkins stated these funds would be taken from his
Special Projects Funds. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of the

Council. There were eight affirmative votes and one negative vote. Councilman Williamson cast a
negative vote.

D. Resolution #R146-04/05 — Procedure for Council Request for Public Records. Attorney
Nunn stated a resolution #R146-04/05 is pending adoption by the Council. A motion was made by
Councilman Leashore and seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw to approve the said resolution. A roll
call vote was taken and the motion failed with lack of a majority vote of the Council. There were four

affirmative votes and five negative votes. President Evans, Councilman Williamson, Councilman
Cain, Councilwoman Martin, Councilwoman Allen all cast negative votes.

E. Livestock Within City — Revising Current Ordinance. Attorney Nunn stated this
ordinance is still being prepared and will be presented at the next Council meeting.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

IIL. CURFEW ORDINANCE

Councilman Cain stated the Public Safety Committee met on Thursday, March 24, 2005, at 4:00
p-m. and several ordinances on the agenda were discussed. Councilman Cain stated the Chief of Police,
along with Attorney Nunn, is currently reviewing the curfew ordinance for a resolution concerning the
issue of minors eighteen (18) and under and late night activities in the City.

NOISE ORDINANCE

Councilman Cain stated the Chief of Police would be providing a report at the first Council
meeting each month to discuss the previous month activities concerning noise. Councilman Cain stated
Chief Martin will give a full report of the complaints, citations and results. Councilman Williamson
stated Mr. Craig has sent the Council a letter concerning noise and he feels there should be an outrage by
the people that citizens can be harassed for trying to get the law enforced and something should be done
about this problem. Councilman Cain stated an extensive procedures are being reviewed by Chief Martin
to address this issue and Chief Martin will provide a report later this week.

VICIOUS DOGS ORDINANCE

Councilman Cain stated the leash law was also discussed and once the Animal Shelter is
completed this law should be better enforced because this facility will provide a place for the animals to
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be housed when owners are not in compliance with the leash law. Councilman Cain stated citizens will
have to obtain their animals from the shelter.

GARBAGE COLLECTION PROBLEMS/PAST DUE ISSUES

Councilman Cain stated final issue was discussion regarding the garbage collection problems and
past due issues. Councilman Cain stated a recommendation will be discussed with Mayor Perkins,
Attorney Nunn and the Magistrate’s Office to determine a feasible situation for the future to help
alleviate any past due problems for garbage collections for the City of Selma.

Iv. CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE

Councilwoman Allen stated the Administrative met on Monday, March 28, 2005 at 2:00 p.m. and
several recommendations were discussed. Councilwoman Allen stated March 31, 2005 at 3:00 p-m. is the
date and time confirmed by representatives of Charter Communications to meet in the Council Chambers
with Mayor Perkins and the Administrative Committee to discuss various cable issues. Councilwoman
Allen stated President Evans and other Council members are invited to attend as well.

TRAVEL BUDGET

Councilwoman Allen stated other recommendations are as follows:

a. Fiscal Year 2004-2005: After the utilization of funds in the Council travel budget,
Council members will be responsible for self-pay of additional travel this year.

b. Fiscal Year 2005-2006: The allotted amount of travel funds that will be given will be
divided equally among Council members at the beginning of the fiscal year. If
individual Council does not utilize the allotted amount, funds will be returned to the
travel account for use by other members. After the travel funds are spent, it will be
the responsibility of each Council member to self-pay for additional travel.

President Evans stated the two recommendations made by the Administrative Committee
regarding the Council travel budget. Councilwoman Crenshaw stated a Council member addressed this
issue previously and no discussion was entertained at that time and she is curious as to why this issue
has reoccurred. Councilman Leashore stated he concurs with Councilwoman Crenshaw in that this issue
has addressed previously by motion and voted down. President Evans stated Councilman Williamson
actually discussed this item previously, however, if the Council recalls he asked the Council to take no
action on this item at that time and wait to see how the funds were used this year prior to changing the
policy. Following discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Cain and seconded by Councilman
Williamson to approve the two recommendations as stated by Councilwoman Allen. A roll call vote was
taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of the Council. There were five affirmative votes

and four negative votes. Councilman Randolph, Councilman Leashore, Councilwoman Crenshaw and
Councilwoman Venter all cast negative votes.

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS

Councilwoman Allen stated the committee also discussed development of a number of public
forums to hear opinions of the citizens as it relates to having an elected school board process. Tentative
dates and times will be discussed. Councilman Leashore stated previously this issue was not of great
concern for him, however, his opinion currently is not to have an elected school board. Councilman
Williams stated the recommendation of the committee was to have public forums concerning elected
school boards and not to have an elected school board. Following discussion, President Evans asked the
committee to give a list of tentative dates at the next Council meeting for public forums to address the
issue of an elected school board with the citizens of Selma.

V. BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE UPDATE

President Evans stated Mrs. Breeding is still waiting for information from the Council concerning
this item. President Evans stated if members have not turned in names to Ms. Johnson; please do so by
the next Council meeting. President Evans stated he would like to thank everyone who participated in
the “Sweep Selma Clean” project this weekend and the City is cleaner today. Councilwoman Venter,
Councilwoman Allen, Councilman Randolph, Councilwoman Crenshaw and Councilman Leashore also
thanked citizens for their help with the clean up.
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VL ALABAMA RESTORATION OF VOTING RIGHTS

Councilwoman Crenshaw stated it has been asked that the Council adopt a resolution, as other
cities have, in support of the restoration of voting rights of those who have committed a felony, have paid
their dues in serving time in jail and released, but still cannot vote. President Evans asked the Public
Safety Committee to meet on this issue and bring a resolution back to the Council.

VII. MONUMENT - REVEREND JAMES REEB

Councilwoman Crenshaw stated Mrs. Lowery has stated that due to the preparation for the
Jubilee and weather conditions, they are a little behind on getting this done, however, she will be letting
the Council know when plans are established to erect the monument for Reverend Reeb.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE

Councilman Randolph stated the Recreation Committee met Thursday, March 24, 2005 to develop ways
to prevent loss of funds this department is experiencing. Councilman Randolph stated he spoke with

Mayor Perkins on today and a meeting will be scheduled to discuss various budgetary items concerning
this issue.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE

Councilwoman Allen stated the Administrative report was given during business items.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Councilman Cain stated the Public Safety report was also given during business items.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Councilwoman Martin echoed the sentiments of the Council regarding the “Sweep Selma Clean” project
and also noted that the City does look cleaner. Councilwoman Martin stated a lot of the Community
Development projects come through the grants from ADECA and there has been overwhelming support
for review, which means cutting eighteen (18) agencies including neighborhood revitalization and section
8 housing. Councilwoman Martin stated we need to encourage our representatives not to cut this area.
Councilman Cain stated the Veterans Memorial Wall will be placed in Selma at the Old Armory
beginning April 6, 2005 through April 14, 2005 twenty-four hours a day.

PUBLIC WORKS/GENERAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

There is no report for the Public Works/General Services Committee.

DISCRETIONARY FUNDS COMMITTEE

There is no report for the Discretionary Funds Committee.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Attorney Nunn stated he would like to request an executive session to discuss pending litigation.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilman Leashore to recess briefly

for executive session at 6:51 p.m. The motion carried with a unanimous vote (show of hands) of the
Council.

The Council voted unanimous to reconvene the regular session at 7:17p.m. President Evans
stated the Council would take a vote on Attorney Nunn’s recommendation concerning a pending
litigation. A motion was made by Councilman Leashore and seconded by Councilwoman Venter to

approve the said recommendation. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous
vote of the Council.
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There being no further business to come before the Council, on motion made by Councilwoman
Crenshaw and seconded by Councilman Leashore, the Council voted by unanimous consent to adjourn

this meeting at 7:20 p.m.
George ¥. Evans, President
ATTEST: APPROVED:

Koce LBl Oymedor RSN

Lois Williams, City Clerk James Perkins, Jr., Mayor v

4
5
¢
N
i
Mg+
¥
i
i +
i
¥
+
*
' 8
¥
4
+
i
.
)
+
.
+
H
+
s
+
H
*
+
¥
T
4
+
+
.
b
H
. §
. ¢




